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., W, WINTERBOTHAM'S
Sceret and Persanal begins:
“Vicky, get me the Cabinet

Offices on  the  scrambler,
please.™

“That you, Cox? May we
scramblé?  ‘This iy Zero C

speaking. Just to let you know

the first bombs fell on Warsaw

a few minutes ago.  Yes, that's

all, - Don’t stay up ‘Inte”

It's this sorl of thing that
makes a prospective purchaser
put a book right back on the
counter, This particular book,
however, happens to~be one of
the two kinds of books on
intelligence and  espionage
which - diplomals and intelli-
gence professionals bother to
read. If Mr Winlerbotham, who,

i al the age of sevenly, has nevee
before writlen a book, wants to
try his hand at journalese (even

to the extent of calling Anlhony’

+Eden **a bright star in the
‘political galaxy ™) who cares?
iAs,one'or the most cllective
senior intelligence officers of
the sccond world war, as onc who
i deserves much of the credit fov
tecorrectly estimating (he strength
of German air power, as the
_originator of spy-planc photo-
rgraphy (some {wenly years
“hefore anyone evet heard of the
‘C1A's U-2) what he has to say
.Is hound to be inleresting, -~
i And, despile the clichés and
literary lreelevancies, his book
13 as compulsively readable as
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SECRET AND PERSONAL by FWWinterbotham/William Kimber 42s
THE RED ORCHESTRA by Gilles Perrault, translated from the
French by Peter Wiles and Len OrtzenfArthur Barker 55s -

A BISTORY GF THE DLIVISH SECRET SERVICE by Richard,

Deacon/Muller 70s pp 440
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all about his mecetings with
Hitler, less, Rosenberg and a
dozen other top Nazis whom he
met in pursuit of his theory
that the best intelligence icads
come from officials high enough

in their heirarchy to be both-
_knowledgeable and freec to say

what they please.

Another kind of book which
can excile the professional is
the study, in depth, of an oper-
ation launched by lpielligence
oflicers who later fell into the
hands of Allied interrogalors,
and who were given no choice
hut to tell the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth,
Sceveral  such  studies  have
appeaved over the
vears, one of which s Gilles
Pervanit's The Red Orchestra
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inducements, the Soviets were
able to get out of captured Ger-
man Intelligence  ofiicers  all
they had learned about Sovict
Intelligence: operations in
Western Europe during the
seccond ~ world war, Includ.
ing in particular those of
“the Red Orchestra,” as the
pnncipal Soviet network was

-xnown to the Germans. Laler,

Sovicet Intelligence officees who
defected to the West brought de-
tails of the Orchestra not only
as seen from their participation
in it, bul as scen by the Ger-
mans through their penetra-
tions. . .

Mr Pecrault. scoms to have

much of which 1 thought was
sl secret, In nddition, he has

past few jnlnc(l access to this malerial,

latters from a favourile unclo= Ny sound beptings and other managed o Jutlerview varlous
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{mrsrms who had direct Knowe
cdue of Orchestra operations,
and he has done a skilfully
‘selective job af examining rele-
vant manuscripts and published
works, The resudt is a kind of
*“non-fiction novel " which will
fascinale students of the sccond
world war or of hchind the
scenes diplomacy, althouzh il is
havdly to be recommended as

' Clight bedtime reading,

Ior anvone seekirg light bed-
time reading, thers 1s muci o
say for Riclard Deacon’'s The
Ilistory of (ke Dritish Secret
Service. Mr fracon appeats o

- have read every .book in exist-

cace on the subject of espionage,
absorbing fanty with fact, and to
have added some thoushts of his
own resulting from taiks with
retired members of {he Rritish
Sceret  Serviee—a  breed not
repowned for their frankness on
intelligence matlers,
All the same, it is as good a
*“ history ”* of the British Sccret
Service as we are ever likely fo
et (from Thiogmorton and
Valsingham 1s Kim Philoy) and
it is put togelher in a manner
which is nuwt only scholarly
{supplementary notes, bibliox-
raphy, and 2i1 the rest) but
extremcly interesting.  As -a
-present member of SIS’ told
me, Y IUs excellent except for
the pacts 1 know abo*u‘:ﬁgng
hand, but on thoe s
" good.” , e
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